The most striking feature in the vegetation, is the
profusion of the common Brake, Pteris aquilina. It is
jnost abundant every where, rises in some places to
the height of nine or ten feet, and serves to recall the
endearing associations of a more northern clime.
A very beautiful species of Osmunda abounds in the
vale of the Yena and other damp situations.
A considerable number and variety of annual and
other plants spring up in succession during the great-
er part of the year. Of these a species of Carcuma,
probably the montana of Roxburgh appears in the
greatest abundance every where, at the commence-
ment Of the rains. From its roots, an excellent
description of Arrow root is procured. The beautiful
Amaryllis insignis, the snake lily ( a species of Arum ),
the Curculigo brevifolia, Exacum bicolor, Plader avir-
gata, a skecies of Phlomis, and a plant with yellow
flowers resembling a Conysa, are also common.
There is a considerable variety of parasitic
Orchidice some of which possess great beauty. Two or
three species of Loranthus, the Victim Wighteanum, and
compression (Indian Misletoe), and Cuscuta rejlexa
are also commonly met with.
The trunks and-branches of many of the trees are
covered with a variety of Lichens and Musci, and as
the botany of the hills has only been partially and
imperfectly examined, it is probable some of them
may be new to science.
Climate.
In tracing the physical characters of the climate
through the different months, it will be convenient to